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OUR GREATEST JOY AND GOD’S GREATEST GLORY
BY LAYNE WAKUTA, PASTORAL INTERN

Recently I had a conversation with a friend who was sharing with me the burdens
of his life and questioning whether or not what he was doing now was part of
God’s plan for him. I assured my friend, “Everything you’re doing right now is
playing a part in God’s ultimate plan and purpose for your life.  God led you to
this point in your life and will not let you fail.”

The next day, as I reflected back on our conversation, the phrase “our greatest
joy and God’s greatest glory” came to mind and kept repeating itself in my head.
I believe God was telling me this is His utmost desire for those who love Him and
choose to follow Jesus Christ; whatever we do in life, it should be for our greatest
joy and for His greatest glory.

This principle is no more evident than in John 15 where Jesus describes a life
remaining in — or following him — and how this should lead to the bearing of
fruit in our lives. Jesus says:

“This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit,
showing yourselves to be my disciples.” — John 15:8

Jesus continues by explaining the connection between love, obedience, and joy.

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now
remain in my love. If you keep my commands, you will
remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commands and remain in his love. I have told you this
so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be
complete.” — John 15:9-11

Jesus desires for our joy to be complete, but He makes it clear this joy can only
come through a life of following His commands and bearing fruit for God's glory.
Some may consider a life of following the commands of Jesus and striving to
glorify God as constricting and burdensome. However, isn’t it amazing to ponder
— according to Jesus — this is the life which leads to complete joy for us?  This
concept also brings to mind Psalm 37:4, where David proclaims, “Take delight in
the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.”

When I think about my own life, I can honestly say I have complete joy as I strive
to love the Lord my God with all my heart, mind, soul, and strength, and as I
strive to love my neighbor as myself. It is a joy which is found in teaching and
working with youth and showing them what it means to follow Jesus Christ. It is a
joy found in the blessings of being a husband and father. It is a joy which comes
from knowing, even though each of these things come with their own trials and
challenges, I know God is with me every step of the way and guiding me through
it all.

What about you? Can you honestly say what you are doing right now gives you
the greatest joy and God the greatest glory?  I encourage you to ponder this
question, seek the Lord’s guidance, and search the deepest desires of your
heart. It is my hope and prayer your greatest joy and God’s greatest glory in your
life will be your desire to follow Jesus Christ and following His example as you
serve others.
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OCTOBER BOARD REPORT
BY DAVID CHENG, MODERATOR

How much money does the church expect to receive in 2015?  How much money is needed and
requested for each ministry of the church?  What new areas of ministry do we need to fund?
Where can we possibly cut down on expenses?  What areas are going to cost us more next year?

What do we look like for next year?
These are the types of questions your Board considers at this time of year when we review the
proposed General Fund Budget for the following year. This year we had a combined meeting with
the Core Ministries Chairpersons to take a look at what they had planned for next year. We noted
there will be an increase in expenses for the Property Ministry budget due to water, electricity,
and building repairs. An increase in insurance costs will also affect the proposed budget. Also, the Discipleship
Ministry forecasts a higher budget due to a new Marriage and Family Ministry and an increase in expenses for
the Women’s Retreat. A rise in staffing reimbursable is also anticipated as part of next year’s budget. At the
same time, your Board noted, anticipated giving in 2015 will be a bit lower than in 2014. This will result in a
forecasted deficit budget for 2015. Although we had some concerns about recommending such a budget to the
congregation for approval, we were as confident as in previous years, giving would end above what we
anticipated and meet our expense obligations for 2015 without having to dip into our reserve fund.

Finances
For the month of August, cash receipts amounted to $111,855 while expenses were $105,268, resulting in a
positive net gain of $6,587. Year-to-date as of end of August, we have a positive cumulative net gain of $25,375.
Preliminary September giving put us at cumulative giving of $952,728, putting us at 97% of our budgeted giving
amount.

Nehemiah 4 revenue for August was $32,228. We are still behind in our commitments, but we are able to make
our monthly payment.

New church member applications approved
Your Board approved the church membership applications of four people:  Tomomi Baba (baptism), Irene
Komiyama (baptism), Erisa Mita (transfer), and Ryuko Yoshida (baptism).  We also terminated the memberships
of two people by written request.

Pastor Steve Langley noted, attendance remains about the same.

Until next month . . .

David Cheng at a 2013
family Thanksgiving
dinner
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NICHIGO CHRISTMAS MESSIAH CONCERT

Saturday, December 20
Doors Open at 6:00 p.m.

Concert Starts at 6:30 p.m.
Sanctuary

This is a family-oriented concert in Japanese to celebrate Christmas. Although we
sing Messiah in Japanese, the English translation will be on the screen. The
orchestra and chorus groups together consist of 40 members.
The Los Angeles Oratorio Chamber Ensemble and Chorus Group will be joined by
the Nichigo Choir and conducted by Naoko Suga. The Los Angeles Oratorio Chorus
Group consists of: Aiko Sakazaki-Anglim, soprano; Keiko Suga, alto; Nadav Hart,
tenor; Luvi Avendano, bass.

We invite everyone to come and celebrate the birth of Jesus by singing Messiah
together (especially the “Hallelujah Chorus” and “Amen”).

For more information contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext 676, eiji@gvbc.net.

THANKSGIVING CONCERT

Pastor James Chang with our GVBC Neighborhood Ministry, the GVBC Multi-gen
Choir directed by Wendy Katagi, and Dr. Lee and the Los Angeles Metropolitan
Youth Orchestra are in collaboration to perform a wonderful Thanksgiving Concert
to be held on:

THIS Sunday, Nov. 23
4:00 to 6:00 p.m.
GVBC Sanctuary
Refreshment served

Dr. Lee conducts the 40-piece Los Angeles Metropolitan Youth Orchestra.
They perform annually every Fall and Spring.

The concert will begin with several selections of classical and contemporary
music played by the youth orchestra then there will be a 15 minute
intermission. The Multi-gen Choir will join the orchestra after the intermission
and sing the “Hallelujah Chorus” and “Celebrate Your Church” (music and
lyrics by Wendy Katagi). At the end of the concert, the audience will be invited to sing “How Great
Thou Art” with the choir and orchestra.

Please invite your neighbors, family, and friends to an evening of beautiful music and choral singing,
praising God for His love and caring for us. Refreshments served after the concert.

UPCOMING CONCERTS AT GVBC
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“The joy of he Lord is your strength.” —
Nehemiah 8:10

As I reflect on this year’s Harvest Festival,
the word “joy” comes to mind. It is amazing
when believers earnestly seek God’s will
and desire to glorify Him. The natural
outcome is joy. There was great joy in
having the opportunity to share God’s love

that evening with our community. This year,
we welcomed 386 children who came from
227 families and 170 families were visitors.

Joy was expressed as different ministries,
including Children, College, Community
Groups, Nichigo, Youth, and individuals
served together and built relationships with
families. There were 158 volunteers and
over 50 were youth. Our parking lot and
courtyard were filled with laughing children
and volunteers speaking with our guests. It
was fun to count the number of Elsas from
the Disney movie “Frozen” and Marvel
superheroes who were present. There was
joy in knowing we had over 20 Guest
Relations volunteers who made our
campus safe and secure for everyone.

There was great joy in being able to provide lots of candy and pumpkins to the
children, thanks to the generous donations from our congregation and corporations such as Trader Joe’s and Heath &
Lejune. Also, a big THANK YOU to Dr. Wayne Tofukuji who provided the toothbrushes and Dr. Barry Kadowaki who
provided the toothpaste for all the children.

Our Community Hall was also a joyful place, filled with Early Childhood games and guests who enjoyed eating hot dogs,
chili, curry rice, popcorn, and spam musubi. Their financial contributions helped raise over $1,700 for the Elementary
Winter Camp scholarships. Praise God.

There was abundant joy in being intentional about sharing God’s love with our community. This year we had a new booth
called “Made with Love” which was a video narration presented by our KidZone dads. This video told the story of creation
and how God made the world and everything in it because of His great love. And the take-away from this was, “God
created you and He will always love you.” I would also like to express my gratitude to a wonderful core team including,
Lillian Higashi, Mae Kuratani and Joanne Morimoto who were filled with joy to serve God together.

THE JOY OF SERVING
HARVEST FESTIVAL, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 31
BY SUSAN WAKUTA, DIRECTOR OF ELEMENTARY CHILDREN



FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER.” — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO THOSE WHO LOST LOVED ONES
To Chris Bishop and family in the passing of his uncle Ed Bishop who passed away on Sunday, November 9.
The funeral will be held at GVBC on Friday, November 21 at 11:00 a.m. Pastor Steve Langley will officiate.

LETTERS TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY
Dear Pastor Steve & Fellowship of GVBC, Thank you for your generous gift for the Atrium in memory of Pastor Steve
[Mays of Calvary Chapel South Bay]. The loving sympathy you have shown during this tremendously difficult time is
greatly appreciated. Words cannot express enough how these things brought comfort and encouragement to us during
this difficult time. May Jesus bless you for your kindness toward us. With heartfelt gratitude, Gay Mays and Family

To the staff at GVBC, Thank you for beautiful spray of flowers at my father's, Kazuo Saika, funeral on November 8. I
prayed for the Lord's guidance and strength concerning the funeral and He made His presence noticed when, for some
reason during the eulogy in the Buddhist church, I started a sentence with, "Jesus" loud and clear which resonated
through the whole church. Though this was not part of my eulogy, the Lord became part of it. Praise God. Thankfully
yours, Walter Saika

Dear Friends, On behalf of the City of Gardena, we would like to extend our sincere thanks for your September 2014
monetary donation of $500 [from our LOVE Fund] to our emergency food pantry. Thank you for caring about others in
your community. Together we can continue in our mission to try to keep up with the increasing needs to struggling
families and individuals in our community during these tough economic times. Sincerely, James Kimmons, Recreation
Supervisor, by Susie Santana, Recreation Coordinator
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS . . . — MATTHEW 28:19

SHERYL SILZER, WYCLIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATOR
"Thank you for your continued prayers and support. Without your prayers I wouldn't be able to
carry on," writes Sheryl. In the Fall, Sheryl spent five weeks in Australia and New Zealand. She
was happy to find the groups she led in both countries desire to become multicultural than just in
name only. Their openness and willingness to learn were an encouragement to her. She
conducted two two-day workshops — one in Sydney and the other in Melbourne. The one in
Melbourne was with Missions Interlink, the network of mission agencies in Australia. In Auckland,
New Zealand, she led a four-hour workshop with 34 leaders from a large multicultural church and
a two-day workshop with 34 students and outsiders at Carey Baptist College.

Due to the Ebola situation, Sheryl's trip to Nairobi has been rescheduled to late next year. During
November, she will attend a board meeting at William Carey International University in Pasadena as well as two other
conferences. On December 1, she will be conducting a workshop with Camino Global (formerly Latin American Mission)
in Dallas, TX.

In January 2015, Sheryl will present a paper on "How Buddhist Spirituality Influences Asian Culture" in Thailand. It's for a
conference of Christian workers who reach out to Buddhists.

Sheryl requests prayer on how best to prepare and present helpful ideas at the conference.

KEN & DIANE KUDO, SEPAL SAO PAULO, BRAZIL
According to Ken, Thanksgiving 2014 is, " . . . because you have faithfully prayed, invested in our
life financially, and continue to tenaciously walk with us through prayer and your ongoing support
and ministry to us."  An example are two recently baptized women (pictured in the Kudos'
November letter in the Narthex). One woman has Alzheimer's while other has cancer and is close
to going home to the Lord. Both women accepted Christ through the transformation of family
members who evangelized to them. In addition, Evangelistic Bible Study (EBS) ministered to the
two women as the power of the Gospel was shared. EBS also contributed to motivating them to
follow the resurrected Christ.



FYI EVENTS CALENDAR

CLASSES TAUGHT BY PASTOR RON MATSUDA
 OASIS: Wednesdays, 6:30 — 8:00 p.m., Room 218.

Taught by Pastor Ron Matsuda.
 FOLLOWING CHRIST TODAY: a new class for all

Christians will begin Sundays, 8:45 a.m., Room 113
(next to the kitchen). This 47-week class will cover 30
essential lessons which the Lord has taught Ron during
the past 55 years of following Christ which he would
like to pass on to you. Registration forms are on the
Narthex counter.

THANKSGIVING SERVICE
Sunday, November 23. Come to our Thanksgiving
Sunday service to hear how God has blessed those in our
congregation this past year. Also, we will be collecting
your Operation Christmas Child gift boxes during  both
worship services.

OFFICE CLOSED
Thursday, November 27 & Friday, November 28 for
Thanksgiving Holiday

WORK DAY/CHRISTMAS DECORATING
Saturday, November 29, 8:00 a.m. Come help us clean
our campus and decorate it for the Christmas holidays. No
experience needed. Come when you can, leave when you
must. [See article on page 7].

ADVENT SEASON
Sunday, November 30 to Sunday, December 21, Advent
Conspiracy: Light of the World. Both services in the
Community Hall. Advent Conspiracy Christmas ornament
is a visual reminder to worship fully, spend less, give
more, and love all. We will collect your ornament during
our Christmas Sunday service on December 21.

ALL-CHURCH CHRISTMAS POTLUCK
Sunday, December 7, 5:00 p.m., Community Hall. Make
plans to attend our annual Christmas Potluck. Great
fellowship, food, and fun. More info to follow.

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, December 13, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. Meets
every second Saturday of the month. Refreshments
served in Room 201 after the service. Everyone welcome.
For more info contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676,
eiji@gvbc.net.

CLASS 101
Postponed and rescheduled for Sunday, December 14,
12:30 p.m. If you would like to be baptized or become a
member of GVBC, please sign up for this class by
checking the CLASS 101 box on your Connection form, or
call the office, or email gvbc@gvbc.net. The next baptism
is Sunday, December 28. A light lunch is provided before
the class.

MEXICO OUTREACH MISSION (M.O.M.)
Three-day trip to San Telmo, Friday, December 19 to

Sunday, December 21, Cost $140. MUST HAVE a valid
passport. Spanish is helpful but not mandatory. You will
help with prayer, food, medical clinic, worship, clean up,
working with men, women, children, crafts, handing out
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food/clothes/ shoes or give your testimony. To sign up
or for more information contact Teresa Matsushima via
the church office or email: teresa47@gmail.com.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturdays, December 20, 8:00 a.m. — 10:00 p.m., Room
113. All men invited.

CHRISTMAS SUNDAY SERVICES
December 21 Fourth Advent

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Wednesday, December 24, 6:00 p.m. family service with a
Christmas story & 11:00 p.m. candlelight communion
service.

OFFICE CLOSED FOR CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS
Thursday, December 25 Christmas Day and Friday,
December 26.

BAPTISM SUNDAY
December 28

~2015~
OFFICE CLOSED
January 1 New Year’s Day

PRIMETIMER’S KYUSHU SOUTHERN JAPAN TRIP
Depart LAX Tuesday, October 13, Arrive LAX Thursday,
October 22.
Cost: $4,458 per person (8 nights, 22 meals, ground
transportation
Deposit: $200 deposit DEADLINE January 13, 2015
Balance of Payment due: July 13, 2015
For questions contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi thru the
office.
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FAX: (310)768-2783, Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, ext. 0, Editor: Susan J. Shelley,
ext. 673, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm. The Spirit is published twice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of
the church and to report news about GVBC and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcome. Articles are subject to
editing and/or postponement.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, December 3 at www.gvbc.net, “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in
the Narthex and in the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, Nov. 30.

WORK DAY AND CHRISTMAS DECORATING

Saturday, November 29 will be our Work Day and decorating our campus for
Christmas. We need help with the following:

 Cleaning and tiding up our campus.
 Hanging Christmas garland around the Community Hall and Narthex.
 Helping place other decorations around the stage and front of Community

Hall such as the lighted Christmas trees.

Sometime during the week of December 15, the Poinsettias will be delivered to
the church. We need people to volunteer to take turns coming in to water them
if needed during the week of December 15 — 20.

On Saturday, December 20, we’ll need help setting up the Poinsettias around
the stage and Narthex, ready for our December 21 Christmas Sunday services.

For more information pick up the Work Day/Decorating flyer in the Narthex.

DECEMBER 21 CHRISTMAS SUNDAY SNACKS
We need special snacks after our first & second services for our Christmas Sunday. We will
gladly accept any donations of finger foods such as cookies, pastries, fruit, etc. Please bring
your donations to the kitchen before 8:30 a.m. on December 21. Thank you so much!

Why does GVBC look so beautiful?  The first Saturdays of the month, volunteers
gather to do some minor repairs and cleaning!  Some of the work accomplished:

1. Picked fruit at 15817 home

2. Cleaned the Community Hall and other areas, which were quite messy
after Harvest Festival!

3. Weeded

4. Re-organized the basement

5. Cleaned sanctuary and replaced supplies

As we close out this year, a big appreciation is extended to those who
have provided the crew with delicious lunches and snacks throughout the
year: Hazel Endo’s Bible study group, the Hula group, the Koinonia group,
the Nichigo group, the Esther Circle, the Kushigemachi family, Chef Nick,
Jean Urabe, and Robbie Kato.

The next Work Day will be Saturday, November 29. We will be decorating for the
start of our Advent season. All are invited to come when you can, starting at 8:00
a.m., and leave when you have to. No experience required. Work alongside one
another, get to know others, and fellowship are part of the morning!

(L) Eddie Yorizane
and Scott Uyeda

WORK DAY AT GVBC
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Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th Street
Gardena, CA  90247-3712

Phone (310) 323-5683
Website www.gvbc.net
E-mail gvbc@gvbc.net
Twitter http://twitter.com/gvbc

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor
BRAD TOY Interim Director of College
LAYNE WAKUTA Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

AUBREY MATSUNAMI Christian Educ. Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

GVBC Staff
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English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

NOTE: Both services in the Community Hall from
November 23 through December 21

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23
Christmas Child gift box collection
Thanksgiving Service

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30
First Advent ~ Pastor James Chang
Light of the World: Light of the Kindom

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7/COMMUNION
Second Advent ~ Pastor Steve Langley
Light of the World: Light of Reconciliation

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14
Third Advent ~ Pastor Daniel Matsuda
Light of the World: Light of Justice

Thanksgiving Day
November 25


